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BT N 9826 

Draft BT C9/2015 

TECHNICAL BOARD 

CEN/BT by correspondence   

For vote Issue date: 2015-01-14 

Simultaneous circulation to CENELEC/BT    Deadline: 2015-04-14 

SUBJECT 

Creation of a new CEN/TC ‘Project Committee – Feather and down’ 
 

BACKGROUND 

On 5 January 2015, DIN submitted the enclosed Form for a ‘New Field of Activity’ (see Annex 1) 
proposing the creation of a new Project Committee to revise the existing standards for feather and 
down for use as filling material for any article as well as finished articles filled with feather and down.  

The currently existing European standards in this area were developed by CEN/TC 222 ‘Feather and 
down as filling material for any article, as well as finished articles filled with feather and down’. This 
Technical Committee was disbanded in 2012 by Decision BT C88/2012 and, at the moment, there is 
no committee in charge of the CEN/TC 222 Work Programme.  

According to the proposal, the existing European standards need to be revised in order to align them 
with the current state of the art for the following reasons: 

- Changes in the quality of the raw material, as a by-product of poultry slaughter; 

- Effects of changed plucking procedures to the raw material; 

- Improvement and clarification of European standard is required by the market. 

The programme of work of the new Project Committee would thus cover the revision of the following 
existing European standards on Feather and down: 

- EN 1883 ‘Sampling in view of tests’ 

- EN 1885 ‘Terms and definitions’  

- EN 12934 ‘Composition labelling of processed feathers and down for use as sole filling 
material’ 

- EN 12131 ‘Test methods - Determination of the quantitative composition of feather and down 
(manual method)’ 

- EN 13088 ‘Manufactured articles filled with feather and down - Method for the determination of 
a filled product's total mass and for the determination of the mass of the filling’ 

The new Project Committee, if created, intends to complete this revision within a timeframe of 3 years.  
By Resolution BT C75/2009, BT decided that both of the following criteria are to be met for 
acceptance of such a proposal for new work (in a new area):  

•  A two-thirds majority of the votes cast (abstentions not counted) are in favour of the 
proposal (or more);  

• At least 5 members express commitment to participate.  

As a consequence, BT Members are requested to state explicitly, by means of the commenting field 
provided in the BT-balloting tool, whether or not they are committed to participate in the work. 
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PROPOSAL(S) 

BT,  

• having considered the proposal for a new field of technical activity submitted by DIN, as included 
in Annex 1 to BT N 9826;  

• noting that no technical committee is currently in charge of the Work Programme of CEN/TC 222 
‘Feather and down as filling material for any article as well as finished articles filled with feather 
and down’ disbanded in 2012 by Decision BT C 88/2012; 

• considering that the following members have expressed commitment to participate: 

o <members>;  

• decides: 

o to create a new Project Committee, CEN/TC xxx 'Project Committee – Feather and down’' 
with the aim of revising the number of existing standards for feather and down for use as 
filling material for any article as well as finished articles filled with feather and down that were 
developed by CEN/TC 222;  

o to ask the new CEN/TC xxx to submit its programme of work for BT approval by XXXX-XX-
XX.  

This decision is applicable as from: <result release date> 

2014-01-13- – KKR 
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 PROPOSAL for a NEW FIELD OF TECHNICAL ACTIVITY or 

NEW PROJECT COMMITTEE  

 Date of circulation  
 
2014-12-19 
 

CEN/TC  / SC  N ………….  
 
(where appropriate) 

 Secretariat 
 
…………………… 
 

CENELEC/TC  / SC  (Sec) ……….  
 
(where appropriate) 

 Type of technical body 
proposed (TC / SC / PC / 
BTTF) 

 
PC 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Incomplete proposals risk rejection or referral to originator. 
 

 The proposer has considered the guidance given in Annexes 1 and 2 during the preparation 
 
Proposal (to be completed by the proposer) 

Title of the proposed new subject  
(The title shall indicate clearly and unambiguously, yet concisely, the new field of technical activity which the proposal is 
intended to cover.) 
Feather and down  

Scope statement of the proposed new subject  
(The scope shall precisely define the limits of the new field of technical activity. Scopes shall not repeat general aims and 
principles governing the work of the organization but shall indicate the specific area concerned.) 
Revision of existing standards for feather and down for use as filling material 
for any article as well as finished articles filled with feather and down. The 
revision covers:   

- terms and definitions for feather and down;  

- specifications for performance and quality levels;  

- preparation of sampling methods;  

- preparation of testing methods.  

Revision of standards for finished articles of bedding when filled with feathers 
and down. Revision of standards for other finished articles filled with feathers 
and down, where the performance and specification of the finished article is 
dependent on both the feather and down filling and the textile fabric (e. g. 
certain items of clothing).  

Purpose and justification for the proposal.  

Existing standards need revision for alignment with current state of the art for the 
following reasons: 
 
Changes in the quality of the raw material, as a byproduct of poultry slaughter 
Significant changes in the breeding of waterfowl and in feather harvesting can be 
observed. The People's Republic of China is a central raw feather supplying country. 
Changed eating habits have led to a very early slaughtering of poultry and/or to an 
increased rearing of other poultry. As a consequence, the quality of plumage has 
significantly changed, too. Meanwhile, smaller, lighter animals became more popular 
than ten years ago. 
 
The existing standards for definition, testing and labelling requirements shall thus 
be adapted to the given changes in the feather down filling material, for example, 
by giving more precise descriptions, additions and/or changes of EN 1885, EN 12131, 
EN 12934. 
 

Effects of changed plucking procedures to the raw material 
In our global markets, it is important to work efficiently, in order to face the 
international competition. Rationalization of the operation has led, among other 
things, to significant changes in plucking procedures being presently applied in the 
slaughterhouses. After slaughtering chicken plucking is done by using high-
efficiency chicken feather removing machines, which also affects the quality of the 
raw material. 
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Therefore the standards for determining the total mass of a filled product and the 
mass of the finished material (EN 13088), the sampling for testing (EN 1883) and the 
implementation of the test (EN 12131) and the marking of the filling material (EN 
12934) shall be adapted to the changed conditions. 
 
Enhancement and clarification 
Furthermore, the application of the standards has given clear evidence that there is 
a further need to complement them (EN 1885 terms for feathers and down) or precise 
definitions (EN 1883, EN 1885, EN 12934, EN 12131, EN 13088). Test steps given in EN 
1883, EN 12131, EN 13088, which are important, shall be substantiated or illustrated 
by (new or revised) figures. This, too, will have an impact on EN 1885 and EN 12934. 
 
In these cases, smaller additions as well as additional explanations seem necessary 
to meet the demands of the market and to ensure the continued application of the 
standards according to the current state of the art. 
 
 
As the former CEN/TC 222 "Feather and down as filling material for any article, as 
well as finished articles filled with feather and down" has been disbanded, there is 
currently no other CEN/TC for carrying out the revision. 
 
 

Is the proposed new subject actively, or probably, in support of European legislation or established public policy? 

  Yes   No  

If Yes, indicate if the proposal is  

▪ in relation to EC mandate(s): …………….(which one(s)) 

▪ in relation to EC Directive(s)/Regulation(s): ……………….(which one(s)) 
▪ in relation to other legislation or established public policy: ………..(give details) 

 

Proposed initial programme of work 
 
The proposed programme of work shall correspond to and clearly reflect the aims of the standardization activities and 
shall therefore show the relationship between the subject proposed.  
 
Each item on the programme of work shall be defined by both the subject aspect(s) to be standardized (for products, for 
example, the items would be the types of products, terminology, characteristics, other requirements, data to be supplied, 
test methods, performance requirements, etc.). Supplementary justification may be combined with particular items in the 
programme of work (e.g. output from a research project).  
 
The proposed programme of work shall also suggest priorities, target dates and the most appropriate type of deliverable 
(e.g. EN, TS) for each item 

Revision of  

• EN 1883, Feather and down - Sampling in view of tests 

• EN 1885, Feather and down - Terms and definitions (includes amendment 
A1:2003) 

• EN 12934, Feather and down - Composition labelling of processed feathers and 
down for use as sole filling material 

• EN 12131, Feather and down - Test methods - Determination of the quantitative 
composition of feather and down (manual method) 

• EN 13088, Manufactured articles filled with feather and down - Method for the 
determination of a filled product's total mass and for the determination of 
the mass of the filling 

It is intended to complete the revisions within 3 years. 

A statement from the proposer as to how the proposed work may relate to or impact on existing work, especially 
existing CEN, CENELEC, ISO and IEC deliverables.  
The proposer should explain how the work differs from apparently similar work, or explain how duplication and conflict will be 
minimized. If seemingly similar or related work is already in the scope of other committees of the organization, or in other 
organizations, the proposed scope shall distinguish between the proposed work and the other work. The proposer shall 
indicate whether his or her proposal could be dealt with by widening the scope of an existing committee or by establishing a 
new committee.) 

There are no existing CEN or ISO/TCs on feather and down 
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A listing of relevant existing documents at the international, regional and national levels.  
Any known relevant documents (such as standards and regulations) shall be listed, regardless of their source, and should 
be accompanied by an indication of their significance. 
 

See attached list 

Known patented items   

  Yes   No If "Yes", see CEN-CENELEC Guide 8 and provide full information in an annex  

A simple and concise statement identifying and describing relevant affected stakeholder categories (including 
small and medium sized enterprises) in particular those who are immediately affected from the proposal (see 
Annexes 1 and 2) and how they will each benefit from or be impacted by the proposed deliverable(s) 

Stakeholder categories: 

• Industry and commerce (including SMEs), such as: manufacturers, suppliers  

• Consumers 

• Standards applications: in particular testing laboratories 
 

Benefit: 

• Clear terminology for manufacturers, suppliers, consumers, testing 
laboratories; 

• Clear testing procedures for manufacturers, suppliers, testing laboratories; 

• Market access for suppliers, manufacturers; 

• provide a framework and common technical language for all trade partners in 
the market, making a major contribution towards the removal of technical 
barriers to trade. 

Liaisons: 
A listing of relevant external European or international 
organizations or internal parties (other CEN, CENELEC, 
ETSI, ISO and/or IEC committees) to which a liaison 
should be established (in the case of ISO and IEC 
committees via the Vienna or Dresden Agreements). 
CEN/TC 248 Textiles 

Joint/parallel work: -- 
Possible joint/parallel work with: -- 

 CEN (please specify committee ID)       

 CENELEC (please specify committee ID)          
 ISO (please specify committee ID)       
 IEC (please specify committee ID)       

 Other    (please specify)       
 

 

Name of the Proposer 
(include contact details) 

DIN German Institute for Standardization        Contact person: Christiane Loser 
Am DIN-Platz                                    Email: christiane.loser@din.de 
Burggrafenstrasse 6                             Phone: +49 (0)30 2601-2432 
10787 Berlin 
Germany  
 

An expression of commitment from the proposer to provide the committee secretariat if the proposal succeeds. 

DIN is willing to provide the Secretariat. 

 

                                                                                              Signature of the proposer            

 
German CEN/BT Member 

Annex(es) are included with this proposal  (give details) 
 Listing of relevant existing documents 
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90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

60.60

90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

EN 1161

EN 1162

EN 1163

EN 1164

EN 1165

EN 1167

EN 1882

EN 1883

EN 1884

EN 1885

EN 1885/A1

EN 12130

EN 12131

EN 12132-1

EN 12132-2

Feather and down - Test methods - Determination of moisture content

Feather and down - Test methods - Determination of the oxygen index number

Feather and down - Test methods - Determination of the oil and fat content

Feather and down - Test methods - Determination of the turbidity of an aqueous extract

Feather and down - Test methods - Determination of water-soluble chlorides

Feather and down - Method of test for measuring the sizes of quilts filled with feather and/or down

Feather and down - Test methods - Determination of the commercial mass of a lot of feather and down

Feather and down - Sampling in view of tests

Feather and down - Test methods - Determination of microbiological state

Feather and down - Terms and definitions

Feather and down - Terms and definitions

Feather and down - Test methods - Determination of the filling power (massic volume)

Feather and down - Test methods - Determination of the quantitative composition of feather and down (manual method)

Feather and down - Methods of testing the down proof properties of fabrics - Part 1: Rubbing test

Feather and down - Methods of testing the down proof properties of fabrics - Part 2: Impact test

Standards of CEN/TC 222

Akt. Bearb. -

Stufe

Bezeichnung (vorges.) ErsatzAusgabe-/

ErscheinungsdatumTitel

1996-08-21

1996-08-21

1996-08-21

1998-09-23

1996-08-21

1996-06-19

1998-09-23

1998-09-23

1998-09-23

1998-04-22

2003-12-17

1998-04-22

1998-04-22

1998-08-19

1998-08-19
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60.60

90.93

90.93

90.93

60.60

90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

90.93

EN 12132-2/A1

EN 12934

EN 12935

EN 13088

EN 13186

EN 13536

EN 13542

EN 13543

EN 13854

EN 13855-1

EN 13855-2

Feather and down - Methods of testing the down proof properties of fabrics - Part 2: Impact test

Feather and down - Composition labelling of processed feathers and down for use as sole filling material

Feather and down - Hygiene and cleanliness requirements

Manufactured articles filled with feather and down - Method for the determination of a filled product's total mass and of the mass of the filling

Feather and down - Specification for feather and down filled bedding articles

Manufactured articles filled with feather and down - Requirements for clothing - Light use

Manufactured articles filled with feather and down - Method for determining the compressibility index of clothing

Manufactured articles filled with feather and down - Measurement of water absorption of filling material

Manufactured articles solely filled with feather and down - Requirements for upholstered parts and cushions

Manufactured articles solely filled with feathers and down - Measurement of thickness and compressibility of cushions - Part 1: Test method by rotation

Manufactured articles solely filled with feathers and down - Measurement of thickness and compressibility of cushions - Part 2: Test method by oscillation

Standards of CEN/TC 222

Akt. Bearb. -

Stufe

Bezeichnung (vorges.) ErsatzAusgabe-/

ErscheinungsdatumTitel

2003-08-20

1999-10-20

2001-07-25

2001-03-21

2004-11-24

2001-10-03

2001-10-03

2001-10-03

2003-05-21

2003-05-21

2003-05-21

SAA
Textfeld
- EN 15586, Textiles - Methods of testing the fibre proof properties of fabrics: Rubbing test (Standard 2008)- ASTM D 4522, Standard Performance Specification for Feather and Down Fillings for Textile Products (Standard, 2014)- PAS 1003, Feather and down - Supplementary specification to DIN EN 12130:1998 - Determination of the filling power (massic volume)- PAS 1006, Feather and down - Supplementary specification to DIN EN 12934:1999 - Composition labelling of precessed feathers and down for use as sole filling    material - BS 1425-1, Cleanliness of fillings and stuffings for bedding, upholstery and other domestic articles. Specification for fillings and stuffings other than feather and/or down (Standard , 1991-06-28)- BS 5335-1+A2, Continental quilts. Specification for quilts containing fillings other than feather and/or down (Standard , 1991-11-29) - BS 5335-2, Continental quilts. Determination of thermal resistance for quilts filled with feather and/or down (Standard , 2006-03-06) - GB/T 17685, Down and feather (Standard , 2003)




